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The Benzie-Leelanau District Health Department COVID-19 Update 
  
Today there were five new cases of COVID-19 reported in Benzie County and four new cases of COVID-19 reported in Leelanau 
County. The Benzie-Leelanau District Health Department has reported 37 new cases (Benzie- 13; Leelanau- 24) of COVID-19 
since Saturday, January 9th. Below is a summary of our cumulative cases for the timeframe 1/9/2021 -1/11/2021:     

• Age:    
o 0-12 years – 1 case  
o 13-19 years – 2 cases  
o 20-29 years – 10 cases  
o 30-39 years – 3 cases  
o 40-49 years – 4 cases  
o 50-59 years – 9 cases  
o 60-69 years – 3 cases  
o 70-79 years – 4 cases  
o 80-89 years – 1 case  
o 90+ years – 0 cases  

• Symptomatic – 100% of new cases that case investigations have been completed   

• Recovered – 29 new recovered (Benzie-12, Leelanau-17)  

• Hospitalization – 1 new reported   

• COVID Associated Deaths – 1 new reported (Lee, Male, 80’s)  

 
Unlike flu clinics, which thousands of residents have attended over the years, the health department’s COVID-19 clinics 
will look quite different due to the specific requirements of the vaccine, and the necessary safety measures for 
administration during the continued pandemic response.   
 
Here are some frequent questions asked by the community:  
• How do I get an appointment to receive my vaccine?  
o Those interested in receiving a COVID-19 vaccination should complete the Pre-Registration Vaccine Information 

Form. Seniors who are not able to complete the form should call the Senior Vaccination Hotline at 231-715-5557. 
Please complete either the form or call the hotline; it is not necessary to do both.   

• How do I know when it’s my turn to get the vaccine?  
o Once you’ve completed the Pre-Registration Vaccine Information Form or called the Senior Vaccination Hotline, 

your name and contact information is part of a database and used to schedule upcoming clinics.   
• What happens if someone does not show up to get their shot?  
o All clinics require patients to be registered and given an appointment. If someone is not able to 

attend their scheduled appointment, a standby list is activated.   
• How are the vaccines stored?  
o Each vaccine manufacturer requires different storage and handling requirements. The Moderna COVID-19 vaccine 

can be stored at a "normal” freezer temperature and all local health departments have those storage capabilities. 
The Pfizer vaccine has the deep freeze storage requirements and only two local health departments in northern 
Michigan have the capability to safely store the Pfizer vaccine. Both of these health departments serve as hub 
facilities to store and then safely distribute the Pfizer vaccine to other area health departments. This process takes 
up a lot of planning and coordination among the health departments.   

• Does the health department receive a certain amount of vaccine each day?  
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o The health departments request vaccines on a weekly basis from MDHHS. The state determines the number of 
vaccines received locally. Once the vaccines are received by the local health departments, they are logged, stored, 
and appointments are scheduled for those doses or in some cases, doses may be transferred to other enrolled 
providers in the region to increase the number of access points available.   

• Why can’t I get an appointment now that I am eligible, and why does it seem to take so long to get an 
appointment?  

o We understand there may be frustration, but due to the demand for the vaccine and our weekly allocations of the 
COVID-19 vaccine, it will take time to get all residents in Phase 1B vaccinated. We are excited to have received 
more than 3,000 requests to receive the COVID-19 vaccine and are trying to match these requests with our supply. 
We ask for patience as we work to vaccinate everyone quickly and safely.   

• Why do I need an appointment to get the COVID-19 vaccine?  
o We must continue to protect our staff/volunteers and anyone receiving the vaccine, we must 

schedule appointments for vaccination to maintain safety of all in attendance including maintaining social distance 
recommendations, cleaning procedures, and PPE needs. Another main reason we need to schedule appointments is 
to ensure all doses available for that clinic are utilized, we do not overbook the clinic, and we follow the required 
storage and handling for the vaccine.   

 
“We want to set the realistic expectations of what the general public can expect as they get ready to receive 
their vaccine,” said Dr. Joshua Meyerson, Medical Director. “This process is not going to happen immediately, and we 
need residents to be patient as we continue to vaccinate those in the first priority groups. Phase 1B will begin shortly 
and we will start with those at the top of our list. First and foremost, our goal is to safely administer this critical vaccine 
to our community residents. We thank you for your patience as we plan through all of the complexities of changing 
guidance and limited vaccine allocations.”       
 
As of 4:00pm, the Benzie-Leelanau District Health Department is reporting:   

• Total COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Benzie– 742, Leelanau– 716  

• Active COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Benzie– 151, Leelanau– 173  

• Recovered COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Benzie– 563, Leelanau– 534  

• Confirmed COVID-19 deaths in the following counties: Benzie – 28, Leelanau– 9  

• Hospitalized: 99 total; 5 current  
 
The State of Michigan has reported 523,618 cases and 13,401 deaths.  

 
Visit our COVID-19 Data Dashboard for the latest local information including recovered data and contact tracing. 
Michigan Department of Health and Human Service Dashboard: Dashboard. Additional and updated information can be 
found on our Website and Facebook or by calling our public information line 231-882-2197. If you have COVID-19 
related question, fill out a quick survey, email questions to hotline@bldhd.org, or call our public information line at 231-
882-2197.  
 
Media Contact:         
Rachel Pomeroy, PIO         
231-882-6085         
RPomeroy@bldhd.org        

###    

http://www.bldhd.org/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98163_98173---,00.html
http://bldhd.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BenzieLeelanauDHD/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=OU8ELMhU3kuPzesR6ujfWimrahLx0sFFlkZCnSlZgJVUOVlWODVYQVYySUJYTEpNOTRTSEdCVVVMRi4u
mailto:hotline@bldhd.org
mailto:RPomeroy@bldhd.org

