05/26/11 BLDHD Board Minutes

BENZIE-LEELANAU DISTRICT HEALTH DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING
Connie Binsfeld Resource Center
May 26, 2011
3:30 p.m.

Tentative minutes to be acted upon at July 28, 2011 meeting.
Meeting called to order at 3:48 p.m. by Chair Nielsen.

Roll call.
Pledge of Allegiance

Members Present:
Anne Damm, Benzie County Board of Commi
Marcia Stobie, Benzie County Board of Commi
Dr. Richard Nielsen, Benzie County Member at Larg
Mary Tonneberger, Leelanau County Member at Larg
Excused:

James A. Schaub, Sr., Leelana
David Shiflett, Leelanau Cou

Administration Present:
William Crawford, He

conded by Damm to approve the minutes of March 31, 2011

Absent: Shiflett, Schaub

Voice vote: 4 ayes Absent: Shiflett, Schaub

Public comments:

John Popa addressed the Board regarding the proposed Environmental Health Regulation
Changes that they would discuss later in the meeting. He has studied the options
extensively and feels that the proposed changes would allow persons living near the lakes
with holding tanks, undersized older systems and failing systems the option to upgrade
their systems. He stated that imported fill to build a septic system is in use nationwide and
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that there are good guidelines in place to follow and refer to. He is in favor of approvrng the
proposed changes.

Preston Moose said that he agrees with Mr. Popa’s comments. This change would allow
him to move from holding tanks to a mound system. He supports the proposed regulation
changes.

Ron Erway stated that he supporis the proposed changes. Afier th
and remodeled it, they had to move to a holding tank system beg
suitable for an onsite system. The holding tanks are a very cosl
also has reviewed studies done in Wisconsin where they ha success‘?ully used mound
systems for a number of years on various types of soils and locations. H\\feels the Board
needs to address the proposed request for changes. . 5 \

There was a general discussion about emails in support c} ‘the proposed changes Some
of these emails were not received at the Health Def)artment Crawford will mvestlgate why
they were not received. /

irchased their home
e the soils were not
tem to maintain. He -

Public comment closed.

1. Health Officer’'s Report:

made application to the
. attended the April Leland
ng support in favor of the change and
td-discussed other options that might
g ’“space Crawford is hoping for an

oard informed of the progress.

they did not vote on the request et t 1at
be approved and make a way for r
answer in June or July-uHe will keep t

that the substandard systems need to b u ’g

would nee grading are around- Lake Leelanau In a memo written May 20, 2011
Crawford propose \thé a study by Health Department staff be done to determine the
potential.impact ofs}he\change and determine how many owners given this opportunity
llyxupgrade\t elrsystem Because the change would allow but not mandate, he

d about the lot sizes and how mound systems appear They take a
construct and do exist above ground which may not be pleasing to

proposals She agrees that a study would provide statistics that would help the
Board move forward with a decision on this topic. She feels Crawford and his staff have put
a lot of time and thought into investigating this proposal.

Stobie asked why the regulation could not be changed to only allow existing systems to
make changes.

Crawford said that the Department must be very careful with the wording to avoid anyone
feeling that it would be discriminating against them. The attorney advised at the last code
change the wording must specifically state why the Department would allow the change for
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one but not the other and have documentation to back it up.
There was a general discussion of the mound systems construction and looks. Crawford
stated that the original Benzie-Grand Traverse-Leelanau District Health was the first in the
State to allow pressure mound systems. The State used our guidelines to develop the
State guidelines. Crawford discussed the history of the past changes, m" ide in the code.
Damm said that in studies that Wisconsin has done that they have he smentlflc data
collected that might help in making a decision on this proposal
Crawford said that most of the Wisconsin sites are placed on ¢l
soils that are in our areas of concern are more permeable and would

randinot sand soils. The
w the effluent to

treatment systems because of the expense. There i
system with the mound and ATS but the real solutj%

only used one time per year, the owner may not
money.

Tonneberger asked if the staff study would recomme
could be implemented.
Crawford discussed the other c
Nielsen said he would be mtere

ster system.
re actually large enough to
he fact that a septic monitoring proposal

56 eded for a mound system. He commented on two
tems He sald the cost to engineer and implement the system is

3 people are more likely to do a cluster system than a mound
ually offensive.

w long the study would take.

are expecting to present the results at the July 28, 2011, Board of
is would be the land site study but not the proposed involved land owner

or cluster system. If you are on holding tanks would you find it cost effective to change? If
you have an older system would choose to upgrade? The survey would help the
Department to determine what percentage would actually take action if the code is
changed. Crawford discussed that after approval by the Board of Health, it is presented to
each County Board of Commissioners where it could be approved or denied in a couple of
different manners.

Motion: by Tonneberger, seconded by Damm to pursue the steps outlined in the memo
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dated May 20, 2011 from Bill Crawford regarding the proposed Environmental Health
Regulation Changes.

Discussion:

Tonneberger commented on the previous attempts to pass a septic system regulation in
Leelanau County. There was a general discussion about why the prevn
not approved.

Roll Call Vote: 4 ayes Absent: Shiflett, Scha

There was a discussion about where the Benzie regulation i§ regar ing | inspections of
noncompliant systems. Crawford said that it was found to be% \@ry cost prohlbltlve to do
individual requests and that most systems are caught e %ldvupgraded at t\lhfé of sale or

transfer. /o
i

2. Personnel and Finance Committee Report: / o

A. Accounts Payable — CAOL S,

Motion: by Tonneberger, seconded by Stobie to* app(ove the accounts payable in the
amount of $157,718.31. .
Voice vote: 4 ayes Absent: Shiflett, Schaub

B. April 2011 — Financial State
packet. The deficit still remains hig]
that the State has not made a paymen
Revenues remain on track thru May for bg

statements as presented in the
d but ’chat remains in part to the fact
:Department for the BCCP program.

C ’ .,;ggmended\Budget Putney reported that she was able to make adjustments
;an present abalancedﬁoudge‘c If the revenue remains stable from the State and the
"Department can keep costs under control, they should be okay for the remainder of the

io r?:by To é' erger, seconded by Stobie to approve the amended 2010-2011 fiscal
year ame U

Tonneberger commented that she appreciates the color pie-chart graph.

D. Count Appropriation Request — Putney explained that each year the Department must
make a request for appropriations to each county for support of the Health Department.
She is recommending that a 3% increase be requested. She needs direction from the
Board to move forward on the request.

There was a discussion about the economic conditions of each county. It is rumored that
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Leelanau County is requesting departments for 10% spending reduction. If this is so it
would devastate the Health Department budget. The Health Department does a very good
job of keeping expenses at a minimum while providing excellent services. It really gives the
best it can to each County for their money spent. They discussed the fact that if the
Counties did not approve the requested appropriation either fee for servicés must increase
or essential programs would be cut.
Crawford commented on the sacrifices that staff has made to a
this year and in the past. They have taken unpaid furlough d
costs for health insurance.

‘ a balgﬁced budget
jicked up increased

Motion: by Tonneberger, seconded by Stobie to ap
County appropriations for Health Department fundi
Discussion:
Stoble said that she just wants to make sure th*f{

Department fundlng they woul
Tonneberger agrees that wit
Crawford and Putney will be attendi
explain the necessity of approving t
do not have to be cut.
Roll call vote:

3. Staff Report .

h medical records. They will be able to interface with local
liance with the coming Patient Protection and Affordable Care

Michigan h Sewlces Inc. This service will run through September.

Murray stated that they are working with Grand Traverse County Health Department on the
Medicaid Electronic Health Record Incentive program to receive monies to move to the
paperless medical record.

There was a general discussion about the upcoming healthcare reforms and the effect on
patients, doctors and hospitals.

Nielsen asked if the Department was planning to hold flu clinics this year.

Crawford said it is still in the discussion stage but there will be changes in how the flu
clinics are conducted.
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C. Environmental Health Director — Crawford said that he had no further comments.

D. Medical Director — Dr. Collins stated that he would be making a presentation to the
Leelanau County Family Coordinating Council regarding the healthca@g@i@_form changes.

Seivives Commitiee

also.

Public comment:  No public present.

rnf:iMeetin‘g»adjournedfiat\,\S:Z,Sfp.m.
i ey N

Motion: by Tonneberger, seconded by Stobie to adjo
/ 2 ~

e

Dr. Richard Nielsen, Chair

Kathy Cudney, Rec




